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TAPS
Louis Helwig, Alabama
Richard Cook, Ohio
Donald Perdiew, Indiana
Charles Taylor, Kansas
May They Rest in Peace

CHAPLAIN
Please let the Blind Chapter Chaplain know
if you are sick, hospitalized or you know of
one of our members who is. Contact
Reverend Anthony Martino at 25016 87th
Street, Unit 2, Salem Wisconsin 53168. His
phone number is
847 736 2111
and his email address is
Deaconmart@wi.rr.com

‘DAV NATIONAL CONVENTION"

The DAV National Convention will be held
at the Hilton Riverside in New Orleans.
The inclusive dates for the Blind Veterans
National Chapter will be August 10 thru 14,
2007

The 1st meeting of the Blind Veterans
National Chapter will be held at 9:30 a.m.,
Friday, August 10th.

The election of Delegates and Alternates for
the DAV National Convention in New
Orleans has been completed and the

following have been elected by our
membership to represent the Blind Veterans
National Chapter:

DELEGATES
Floyd Britting
Tony Martino
Eddie Humphrey
Richard Holden

ALTERNATES
Buddy Spivy
Gerard Boucher
Joe Link
Clyde Wyant

Delegates and alternates should make their
room reservations with the New Orleans
Riverside Hilton as some as possible to
ensure they have a room if they have not
already done so.

ONE OF OUR MEMBERS
Many of our members complain when we
have to wait for an appointment can you
imagine what it is like to be unrecognized
by the VA. Following is some info on one
of our members who is in a frustrating
situation.




By STEPHANIE WEINTRAUB Houston
Chronicle

Group members discuss health woes,
difficulties in trying to prove exposure

In August 1945, Clyde Wyant was a
member of the Manhattan Project team that
developed the atomic bombs dropped on the
Japanese cities of Hiroshima and Nagasaki
— effectively ending World War Il (2).

Wyant, of Mihvaulde, Oregon, turns 86
this July, the last known military survivor of
those who created the bomb in the New
Mexico desert, known as the Trinity Site.

He was serving in an Army special
engineering detachment when the test
bomb was detonated at the Los Alamos
site July 16, 1945.

Wyant said he was exposed to
lonizing radiation particles, and, as a result,
has had ill health effects, including near-
blindness and skin problems. He is now
seeking benefits.

"They (the government) want me to prove |
had radiation," he said. "I worked in the
chemical laboratory where they made this
stuff. How could | not be radioactive?"

"You were the pioneers of the atomic
age, helping to lift the veil surrounding the
mysteries of the atom," the keynote speaker,
Secretary of Veterans Affairs Anthony
Principi, told the delegates.

"What you didn't know was that you
were risking a dear price for every lesson
learned. You battled an invisible enemy —
lonizing radiation."

Dr. Thomas Horvath, chief of staff of
the Houston VA Medical Center and
professor of psychology at Baylor College of
Medicine, said exposure to radiation can
cause relatively mild skin cancer to severe
cancers.

He said Principi has been working to ensure

that exposed veterans get benefits.

For veterans who claim exposure, the
government is attempting to reconstruct their
level of radiation. Principi said 4,000 previ-
ously denied claims are being reevaluated.

But many NAAV members said the
reconstruction effort won't work because of
the many mitigating factors related to
exposure

Atomic veterans must show proof of
their exposure — difficult to do because the
Defense Department did not allow mention

of atomic testing on their discharge forms

— and enter the lonizing Radiation
Register, a more cumbersome process of
getting medical care than for those

wounded In action, said R.J. Ritter, NAAV

national director-treasurer.

"Our goal," Ritter said, "is to at least
receive the same level of treatment as those
who have earned a Purple Heart."

(Editor’'s Note: Clyde is still trying to
be recognized by the VA. He will be at the
DAV National Convention as an Alternate
Delegate representing the Blind Chapter.)

DAV Membership Bulletin
allocate resources.

Member Benefit: Travel Cheaper

Popular hotel franchises are offering
lodging discounts for DAV members who
want to enjoy a summer getaway. Save
10% off the "Best Available Rate" at
thousands of participating locations
throughout the world! To redeem the
offer, contact a participating hotel and
provide the DAV Member Benefit
Identification Number (61725) and make
your reservations.

This offer is subject to availability and
blackout dates may apply. This offer
cannot be combined with other specials.



Discounts vary.

Days Inn 800 269 2195
Ramada 800462 8035
Knights Inn 800682 1071
Super 8 800889 9706
Howard Johnson 800 769 0939
Travelodge 800545 5545
Wingate Inn 877202 8814
Ameri Host 800996 2087

Visit the member benefits section of www. da
org, or call the National Headquarters

Membership Department toll free at 888-
236-8313 for more information.

Federal Task Force to Find Gaps in Services

A new inter-agency task force set up
to examine the processes for combat
veterans seeking services and benefits
from the Department of Veterans Affairs
and other federal agencies has a created
an Internet Web page to collect input on
the ease of accessing federal services.
Comments will be studied by the task
force, used in the panel's evaluation of gaps
in service and form the basis of
recommended solutions.

People wishing to share their ideas
and experiences can email their comments
to the task force at TFHeroes(va.gmvfax
comments to 202-273-9599. Task Force
information and mailing address can be
obtained on the VA home page,

www.va.govitaskforce.
The Task Force on Returning Global War
on Terror Heroes consists of the

secretaries of Defense, Labor, Health and
Human Services, Housing and Urban
Development, and Education, plus the
administrator of the Small Business
Administration and the director of the
Office of Management and Budget.

Beginning April 1, 2007, you will no longer
be mailed a paper copy of your TRICARE
for Life Explanation of Benefits if your
Medicare patient liability has been paid and
there is no further out-of-pocket payment
due from you. In cases where you still have
a liability you will receive an Explanation of
Benefits.

Though you will no longer get a copy of
your TRICARE for Life Explanation of
Benefits in the mail when your Medicare
patient liability has been paid, you can print
a copy from the convenience of your own
home. Starting March 7, 2007 you can sign
up to receive an email when any of your
claims process. This email service begins
April 1, 2007 for those who sign up for this
feature. This is a free service. When you
receive a notification you will be able to
access the TRICARE4u.com website and
view and/or print a copy of your
Explanation of Benefits. This is the same
Explanation of Benefits you would have
received through the mail. In addition, you
may contact Customer Service toll free at 1-
866-773-0404 to request a hardcopy
Explanation of Benefits be mailed to you.

To receive this electronic notification,
register on TRICARE4u.com. Registering is
easy and only takes a few minutes. Simply



log onto www.TRICARE4u.com and click

on “Register as a Beneficiary/Sponsor”. If
you have questions about the registration
process, please contact us toll-free at 1-866-
773-0404. For those requiring a
Telecommunications Device for the Deaf
(TDD) please contact us toll-free at 1-866-
773-0405.

Please note: TFL providers will continue
to receive paper copies of the TRICARE for
Life Explanation of Benefits for all their
patients.

Improved Pension Benefits

* To qualify, veterans must be at least 65 or
completely disabled. They must have served
at least 90 days, with at least one day during
wartime, even if service was stateside.
Spouses of deceased veterans also are
eligible. « Beneficiaries must meet income
criteria. Eligibility is based on assets and
income, minus medical expenses. Nursing
home and assisted living costs count as
deductible expenses, so you can have
significant income and still qualify.

* There are three compensation levels:
"Basic pension," for low-income veterans or
spouses; "housebound," for people who
need some assistance; and "aid and
attendance," for people who need daily
assistance.

* "Aid and attendance," the highest level,
pays up to $1,801 per month for veterans
with spouses, $1,519 for veterans only and
$976 for surviving spouses.

* Most beneficiaries are World War Il vets
or spouses.

* People approved for pensions receive

benefits retroactive from the application
date. Benefits are not retroactive to the date
of eligibility.

More Information

» www.vetassist.org, Web site of the
American Veterans Institute, provides a
step-by-step application guide, eligibility
guidelines, and forms.

Or call 937-669-2040.

» www.veteranaid.org offers general
information, plus the story of one family's
struggle to get the benefit.

* wWww.va.gov, the federal government's
Web site. Click on "Benefits." Or call 800-
827-1000.

THINGS YOU NEVER KNEW YOUR
CELL PHONE COULD DO:

There are a few things that can be done in
times of grave emergencies. Your mobile
phone can actually be a life saver or an
emergency tool for survival. Check out the
things that you can do with it:

FIRST

Subject: Emergency

The Emergency Number worldwide for
Mobile is 112. If you find yourself out of
the coverage area of your mobile; network
and there is an emergency, dial 112 and the
mobile will search any existing network to
establish the emergency number for you,
and interestingly this number 112 can be
dialed even if the keypad is locked. Try it
out.

SECOND
Subject: Have you locked your keys in the



car?

Does your car have remote keyless entry?
This may come in handy someday. Good
reason to own a cell phone: If you lock your
keys in the car and the spare keys are at
home, call someone at home on their cell
phone from your cell phone. Hold your cell
phone about a foot from your car door and
have the person at your home press the
unlock button, holding it near the mobile on
their end. Your car will unlock.  Save
someone from having to drive your keys to
you. Distance is no object. You could be
hundreds of miles away, and if you can
reach someone who has the other "remote”
for your car, you can unlock the doors (or
the trunk).

Editor's Note: "It works fine! We tried it
out and it unlocked our car over a cell
phone!"

THIRD

Subject: Hidden Battery Power

Imagine your cell battery is very low. To
activate, press the keys *3370# your cell
will restart with this reserve and the
instrument will show a 50% increase in
battery. This reserve will get charged when
you charge your cell next time.

FOURTH

Subject: How talisable a STOLEMobile
phone?

To check your Mobile phone's serial
number, key in the following digits on your
phone: *# 0 6 #. A 15 digit code will
appear on the screen. This number is
unique to your handset. Write it down and
keep it somewhere safe. When your phone
gets stolen, you can phone your service
provider and give them this code. They will
then be able to block your handset so even
if the thief changes the SIM card, your

phone will be totally useless. You probably
won't get your phone back, but at least you
know that whoever stole it can't use/sell it
either. If everybody

does this, there would be no point in people
stealing mobile phones.

And Finally...

FIFTH

Cell phone companies are charging us
$1.00 to $1.75 or more for 411

information calls when they don't have to.
Most of us do not carry a telephone
directory in our vehicle, which makes this
situation even more of a problem. When
you need to use the 411 information option,
simply dial (800) FREE 411 or (800) 373-
3411 without incurring any charge at all.
Program this into your cell phone now.
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Pictured: Adjutant Fox at Toms River
Memorial Day Ceremony that follows our
Annual Memorial Day Parade.

| am wearing the cover and name tag for the
Blind Veterans National Chapter.

Many of you are involved in Memorial Day
and Veterans Day events. Send in a picture
and/or a story and for our chapter
newsletter.



